VICTORIAAT21
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AWARMWELCOME
We are delighted and proud
to unveil our community art
project ‘Victoria at 21’ which
was launched as part of our
21st Birthday celebrations in
2013. This unique artwork will
enable us to provide a legacy
which reinforces our links with
the royal heritage of our beautiful
town. We are extremely grateful
to Helen Marshall for working with
us to create such an amazing
artwork which will be enjoyed
by all our visitors for many years
to come.

NICKY BLANCHARD
CENTRE MANAGER
ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE
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OURROYALCONNECTIONS
Tunbridge Wells has always
been proud of its royal
heritage. And while not
everyone chooses to add the
‘Royal’ suffix granted to the town
back in 1909 by King Edward VII,
the choice of name for West
Kent’s largest shopping centre
back in 1992 seemed to demand
something a little bit regal to
reflect the town’s royal history.
Add to that Queen Victoria’s
frequent childhood holidays
in the town she described as
“the dear place”, adding
“I am so very fond of it”, and
Royal Victoria Place was an
obvious winner.

QUEEN VICTORIA (1837 - 1901)

KING EDWARD VII (1901 - 1910)
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Some historians claim the young Princess
Victoria came here for the first time at
the age of three, enjoying a donkey
ride in what is now Church Road. If she
did, however, it went unreported in
local papers which, much in the spirit of
modern celebrity magazines, devoted
page after breathless page to the
comings and goings of high society.
The young Victoria generally stayed
at Mount Pleasant House in Crescent
Road, later Calverley House and now
Hotel du Vin. Mornings often began with
a sip of the water bubbling up from the
famous Chalybeate spring in the Pantiles,
followed by a little leisurely shopping
before lunch. Afternoons were for
“taking the air”, a great preoccupation
at a time of over-crowded, unsanitary
cities, either by riding on horseback or
in a carriage.
The party often headed for great
country houses like Hever or Bayham
Abbey, Buckhurst Park or Mereworth
Castle, whose owners were only to
happy to entertain the royal party.

Sometimes the great and the good of
the town had the thrill of an invitation
to dinner with the Royals at Calverley
House, and of course Sunday morning
trips to church, either the King Charles
chapel or the newly-built Holy Trinity,
gave ordinary local people another
chance to catch a glimpse of their
illustrious visitors.
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THATSPECIALDAY
The name was just the beginning of Royal Victoria Place’s strong
links with the town’s royal heritage. On 21st October 1992,
Royal Victoria Place was officially opened by the late Diana,
Princess of Wales. Over 5,000 shoppers packed the malls together
with thousands of other visitors who flocked to visit Kent’s newest
shopping centre and welcome ‘The People’s Princess’.
The commemorative plaque, which was unveiled by HRH The
Princess of Wales during her visit in 1992, is now displayed pride of
place on the upper mall opposite our brand new portrait of ‘Queen
Victoria at 21’ to mark the 21st Birthday of Royal Victoria Place.
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VICTORIAAT21
This community artwork was
commissioned to commemorate
Royal Victoria Place’s 21st Birthday
and its links with the town’s royal
heritage.
In keeping with the centre’s royal
namesake, artist Helen Marshall was
commissioned to create a giant
portrait of Queen Victoria at the
time of her 21st birthday.
The artwork is composed of over
3,000 photographs featuring those
submitted online by the public,
from the centre archives and a
whistle stop tour of the town itself
undertaken by Helen Marshall
visiting well-known local businesses,
organisations and schools between
December 2013 and June 2014.
The historical portrait used for the final artwork was
kindly lent by the National Portrait Gallery, London:
Queen Victoria, reduced copy by W. Warman;
after Thomas Sully, watercolour, (1838). © National
Portrait Gallery, London.

ABOUTTHEARTIST
Helen Marshall is a British artist
with her work being rooted in
photography and design. She has
a track record in socially engaged
and collaborative practice in the
public realm.
In 2008, she created the RecordBreaking ‘The Big Picture’, which
was the largest Photomosaic in
the world. In 2013, BBC South East
commissioned Helen to produce
‘The People’s Monarch’ to celebrate
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
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WITHSPECIALTHANKS
AXA PPP Healthcare
Kent & Sussex Courier
BBC South East
BBC Radio Kent
Harold Brown & The Victorian B&B
Hotel Du Vin
St Augustine’s RC Primary School
Oakley School
Hillview School for Girls

PUPILS FROM ST AUGUSTINE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL CREATING PHOTOS, ARTWORK AND CROWNS
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“The important
thing is not what
they think of me,
but what I think
of them.”
QUEEN VICTORIA
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