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‘The Face of Stoke on Trent’ is a giant artwork and photographic installation created
as part of Stoke on Trent’s bid to become UK City of Culture 2021.
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A commission from Stoke on Trent City Council to
create a giant artwork and photographic installation
as part of Stoke on Trent’s bid to become UK City
of Culture 2021. Jozef Clark, A 23-year-old who
used the YMCA to help to turn his life around was
chosen to be the Face of Stoke-on-Trent. He was
one of 3,550 people who submitted a picture for
the exhibition in the city centre. His face is the main,
iconic image for the artwork, which is made up of
photographs of people from across Stoke on Trent.
An installation on an adjacent unused building of
twenty faces also covers each window.
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On November 25th 2017, a public Face of Stoke
on Trent celebration event was held outside the
artwork. Residents and visitors had the chance
to speak to Jozef and some of the shortlisted
‘faces’, as well as Helen Marshall the artist of the
People’s Picture, photographers, representatives
from B Arts, the SOTogether Social Impacts
Group, and others involved in the project. A
booklet with the featured ‘faces’ and their stories
was also available at the event.
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I moved to the area in 2014, to study film
production at Staffordshire University. My
main ambition would be to go back to my
hometown and direct a movie with everyone
in it, to show where I come from.
- Jordan

My name is Emma and I’m 37 years old. I’m
very proud of the heritage we have in Stoke
on Trent and regularly visit the industrial
museums with my children.
- Emma

Stokies are always the most welcoming
bunch of the lot. They are also some of the
most creative and hard-working people I
know, we have a great entrepreneurial spirit
here it’s contagious.
- Nicole

Testimonials

Working with The Peoples Picture
has been an incredible experience for
everyone who participated on the Face
of Stoke on Trent in 2017.
The engagement for so many people
has been truly memorable. The quality
of the work is exemplary and never fails
to attract massive and avid attention.
Paul Bailey
Culture and Events Manager, Stoke on
Trent City Council

www.thepeoplespicture.com
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What struck me about Jozef as soon
as I met him was his larger than life
personality, but also underlying there
was a real feeling of honesty. As Jozef
has disclosed, the YMCA have helped
him immensely with his mental health,
and he is now doing well in both his
professional and personal life. Having
Jozef looking directly at the camera,
smiling, you get a real sense of the
kind, welcoming person he is.
Natalie Willatt
Photographer

We’re delighted that Jozef has been
chosen to be the Face of Stoke on
Trent. He embodies the positive
progress we’re seeing in Stoke-on-Trent
– a city which is on the up and moving
forward towards a bright future
Councillor Abi Brown
Chair of Stoke on Trent’s UK City of
Culture 2021

