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‘The Face of WW1’ was made up of 30,500 faces captured during the BBC
WW1 At Home events and imagery from Imperial War Museums archive.
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Artist Helen Marshall was commissioned by BBC
Local Radio to create ‘The Face of World War One’,
containing more than 30,000 photographs captured
across the nation during the BBC World War One
at Home Live Events. Original photographs from
1914-1918 have also been included in the mosaic,
supplied from the archives of Imperial War Museums
and public submissions. This mosaic commemorates
how the sacrifices made by those during World War
One, shaped the face of today.
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Private James Ernest Beaney was born on April
16th, 1893 in Battersea, London. He served in
The Queen’s Regiment, arriving in France on May
31st, 1915. James died on August 8th, 1916 at
the Somme.
The Printed Artwork is 150 metres squared and
was located outside BBC Broadcasting House
Piazza from the 7th-14th November 2014. The
digital artwork was projected on to a 27-foothigh wall in IWM North Main Exhibition Space
on Remembrance Weekend.
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David Holdsworth, controller of English
Regions who commissioned the mosaic on
behalf of BBC English Regions, said: “We
always aim to put audiences at the very heart
of what the BBC does and on this occasion
we have been able to achieve that literally.
“The WW1 at Home tour has been a huge
success as these 20,000 pictures of people
who came along show.
“The mosaic represents the spirit of WW1
At Home, our landmark UK wide project to
tell powerful, fascinating and moving stories
about the impact of WW1 in local areas right
on our doorsteps.”

Testimonials

Hello, hope you don’t mind me
contacting you. I watched the BBC
news report last night about your
image of the soldier which was very
moving – in more ways than one,
as in the background I saw a picture
that is very familiar to me – it is my
granddad. His picture is up on one of
the computer screens as you are being
interviewed. It gave me goosebumps to
see it. Wonderful project – Well Done.

The artwork seemed to show how
people, when they’re united, can really
make a difference on a national level.
Clare Roberts-Malloy
Member of the public

Janet
Member of the public
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This portrait image was selected not
only because of it’s important historical
context, being sited clearly in it’s own
time, but because it is a face that
could also exist in the here and now,
in our time.
Helen Marshall
Artist, The People’s Picture

