A picture tells a thousand words and we
searched for a face that spoke to the
Island’s experience of Occupation. That
face is Barbara Jouanny, captured by the
occupying German forces for her identity
card when she was a 12 year old child.
“I feel very honoured and happy to have
been chosen. I am 92 and was 11 when the
Occupation began. I was one of ten siblings
and we experienced so much kindness
during the Occupation years.”

The Face of Liberation
ArtHouse Jersey

‘The Face of Liberation’ commissioned by ArtHouse Jersey is a photo mosaic featuring
the faces of Jersey inhabitants, past and present to celebrate 75 years of Liberation.

Barbara Jouanny, The Face of Liberation
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ArtHouse Jersey | 2020

As part of the official celebrations of Liberation 75,
ArtHouse Jersey commissioned The People’s Picture
to create one of the most ambitious pieces of
participatory art Jersey has seen.
‘The Face of Liberation’ is a photo mosaic featuring
the faces of Jersey inhabitants, past and present, and
is composed for more than 6,000 photos covering
over 2,000 square feet of wall space in St Helier.
ArtHouse Jersey appealed to all Islanders to send
selfies to form the mosaic. The artwork also features
photos from the Jersey Heritage Archives.
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We asked all Islanders to add their face to
a collective image, which forms the ‘Face
of Liberation’ and become a symbol of our
community today.
Whilst submitting their photos, we invited
people to reflect and share their own
stories and thoughts about freedom;
something that can all-too-easily be taken
for granted until it is denied.

75

YEARS OF LIBERATION

2,000
SQUARE FEET

I think I’m going to wake up and it was
all a dream! I’ve never known anything
like it, it’s marvellous what’s been done,
I can’t believe how it could be done like
this. I hope islanders are pleased and
excited, and looking for their families
that are on there, because there’s all
the occupation families on there.
Barbara Jouanny
The Face of Liberation

I started to process that in a slightly
different way that I might have done
if I’d been rushing to get here in May,
and just create one that represented
liberation, it took on a new meaning
and that’s how we got to Barbara. We
found out Barbara was still alive, and
she lived on the island and survived all
these pandemics here and has come
out wonderful and healthy and as a
message of hope.

It became all-the-more significant
when Islanders’ freedom was curtailed
once COVID-19 arrived on our Island.
I want islanders to feel the sense of
community that I feel of living here and
being a Jersey man, I want them to look
at it and see the generations looking
out and the current population looking
out at them all through the eyes and
the representation of someone who
was here during the occupation.

Helen Marshall
Artist at The People’s Picture
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